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Going Digital 1 ? 

Some thoughts on the future use of computer 
technology in relation to sales tax: tokens 


My parents acquired a computer in the past year. You 
don’t know them as well as I do, but I figure they make a 
pretty good two-person indicator that computer technol¬ 
ogy has finally made the transition from a young techno¬ 
logically-oriented elite to the daily lives of mainstream 
America. Keyboards and monitors aren’t just for 20 year 
old engineering students any more... 

Millions and millions of American homes now in¬ 
clude a computer alongside the telephone, television set, 
compact disc player, videotape recorder, and other con¬ 
veniences of everyday life. Thousands more families are 
being added to the ranks of computer owners each and 
every day. If one picks up Coin World or Numismatic 
News, one is immediately struck by the first ventures into 
electronic commerce making its presence known. While 
the conversion to electronic business remains in its in¬ 
fancy, the trend is clear: more and more business will be 
conducted by electronic means. 

I don’t think I need to waste too many words making 
a case that home computers will become ubiquitous over 
the next decade. If you don’t own one yet, you should 
and you probably will. The question arises: how does 
this relate to collecting sales tax tokens? 

I can think of three primary ways that computer tech¬ 
nology can and should be incorporated into our particu¬ 
lar branch of numismatic science. Email is the most ob¬ 
vious. ATTS should begin to compile and publish ad¬ 
dresses for electronic mail for its members. Virtually in¬ 
stantaneous and essentially free with the purchase of 
monthly internet service, email opens the possibility for 
multi-party discussion of relevant issues, the circulation 
of want lists, and so on. Communication becomes pos¬ 
sible not just from the central newsletter editor to the 
membership, but also from member to member. 

A centralized, searchable site on the world wide web 
should be constructed to allow non-specialists quick and 
easy access to tax token related knowledge. Point-and- 
click “What You See Is What You Get” software for the 


construction of web pages is inexpensive and relatively easy 
to master. I have been able to get a fairly elaborate web page 
for my record label up and running in six weeks of occa¬ 
sional effort. The software cost me $ 100, the site was posted 
as a free part of my monthly America On Line subscription. 
There is absolutely no reason that ATTS can’t do something 
similar. 

The prospects for electronic publishing are breathtak¬ 
ing. Digital photography, advances in scanning technology, 
and the advent of inexpensive and easy to produce record¬ 
able compact discs makes publishing a whole new ballgame. 
While there is definitely something to be said for good old 
fashioned paper-and-bindings, many publications in the fu¬ 
ture (especially for relatively tiny niche markets such as 
ATTS) will take the form of compact discs—either as self- 
contained “web pages” on a disc that are accessible with 
any web browser or as documents reproduced by means of 
Adobe Systems’ Portable Document Format, which may be 
perfectly viewed on any computer regardless of installed 
fonts as long as the computer has access to Adobe’s free 
Acrobat Reader program. 

If the “press run” of an electronic document on a com¬ 
pact disc expands to 1000 copies, prices plummet. My hobby 
these days is making 7” vinyl records and compact discs— 
the latter can easily be made in lots of 1000 for something 
on the order of $750 plus packaging. $1200 would be very 
top end for such a project—try composing film for a book 
for that amount, let alone the cost of printing! 

Incidentally, electronic publishing allows for the use of 
color, a long-running need for the study of color varieties. 
Admittedly there are a whole set of color replication issues 
to be resolved on a computer monitor just as there are on a 
printed page, but the possibilities are bright. 

I don’t have any concrete proposals for ATTS at this 
point, I just wanted to raise these issues and hopefully ini¬ 
tiate some sort of initial discussion on these matters. 

Who has a computer? Who wants to use it? 

— Tim Davenport 




BORDERS ON 
INGWERSEN BOXES 

Merlin K. Malehora L-279 


Several issues ago, Marc Duvall reported a 
Utah Ingwersen 1 mill box with plain lines as the 
border, and raised a question as to whether it was one 
of a series. Based on all the information I have in my 
files, it appears that the Ingwersen inscriptions have 
three different borders, (Some of the information has 
not yet been published in Catalog Information Sheets, 
but will be eventually.) 


The first design, which I call "plain line," 
consists of a double line, the outer of which is much 
stronger then the inner. This is what it looks like: 




The second design, which I call "florets," 
consists of a line of floral decorations. It looks like 
this: 







The third design, which I call "scallops," has 
a thin inner straight line, and an outer line of quite 
small scallops. 
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I have no idea of the order in which these 
appeared, although I suspect the plain line was first 
because it’s the most common; scallops is least com¬ 
mon, so it may have been last. It is possible that each 
design was the subject of a series - that is, if the state 
was issuing 1 mill, 2 mill, and 5 mill plastic tokens, 
perhaps there was one design in use for all three 
boxes. It is also possible that one or two of the box 
designs was used to provide replenishment of tokens of 
specific value only. 


Where do these designs appear? Here’s a 
listing, based on the information I have in hand. If 
you have more information, send it over. 


ALABAMA 

florets: 


1 mill 
5 mill 


MISSISSIPPI 

plain line: 

1 mill 
5 mill 


MISSOURI 

plain line: 

1 mill 
5 mill 

florets: 

1 mill 
5 mill 


NEW MEXICO 
plain line: 

1 mill 
5 mill 


UTAH 

plain line: 

1 mill 

n 

2 mill 
5 mill 

florets: 

1 mill 

2 mill 
5 mill 

scallops: 

1 mill 

2 mill 
5 mill 

WASHINGTON 
plain lines: 

value 1 

florets: 

value 1 
scallops: 

value 1 


unknown 
black print 


black print 
light blue print 
dark blue print 


red print 
green print 

unknown 
black print 


Prussian blue print 
black print 


green print 
black print 
unknown 
black print 

unknown 
black print 
black print 

green print 
unknown 
black print 


- emerald print 

- emerald print 

- unknown 






NEW FINDS, PERSONAL NOTES 
and Other Stuff! 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


Oklahoma 

Mike Florer (Gettysburg, PA) writes that he 
was at a local antique shop and bought what he 
thought to be OK-Ol. When he got home and looked 
at it, he discovered that the sticker was on OK-S18 
rather than on the expected (and in the catalog) OK- 
S17. So now we have Swalwell’s sticker on another 
token. Not too surprising, considering how many 
S18’s Swalwell must have had. I got three bags, about 
1 dry quart size each, from his son about the time Irv 
died. S17, on the other hand, is not easy to find. 

Osborne 

Mike also reports that he ran across another 
Osborne advertising token on a dealer’s price list. It’s 
described as follows: 

Obverse: THE OSBORNE REGISTER CO. 

Makers of Coins, etc 

Reverse: The House of Coinage (building) 

Brass, 33 mm. 

Dealer’s asking price: $9.00. 

Bob Slawsky’s Auction 63, closing February 
24, listed three Osborne tokens, one of which is 
almost the same as Mike’s reported token, except it is 
listed as gilt and 29 mm. The other two include one 
that has the same obverse but a blank reverse, and one 
that has THE HOUSE OF COINAGE (bldg) WM 
WINTER, REPRESENTATIVE, DAYTON, OH // 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN (pict), as inscriptions, gilt, 35 
mm. 

I wonder how many different advertising 
tokens Osborne may have produced? They aren’t 
really common, but I see something every so often in 
some dealer’s mail bid sale. I also see Green Duck, 
Los Angeles Rubber Stamp Company, Whitehead & 
Hoag, and others from time to time. This might be an 
interesting sideline for tax token collectors, although 
I know there are individuals who specialize in die 
sinker’s tokens, so there’s some competition out there. 


S 


Ohio Sales Tax Receipts - Colors 

Newsletter 103 included an article about ex¬ 
periences with these tax receipts, including some 
comments about the difficulty of matching colors. I 
sympathize! At the risk of "preaching to the choir," 
I thought I might comment. Please do not misunder¬ 
stand. I’m not criticizing anyone who finds sales tax 
receipts in shades other than given in the catalog - it’s 
just that the article reminded me of something I’ve 
mentioned in the past but maybe bears repeating now. 

When Tim and I did the catalog, I had trouble 
of the same nature with these stamps. One problem 
was that single receipts, or maybe six or so fastened 
together, or those that may have been or are on the 
outside of a pack of 100, may have been exposed to a 
lot of environmental factors over the five or six 
decades of their lifetime. Those that had been "hid¬ 
den" in some collector’s holdings for most of those 
years may not have been influenced as much as those 
which had water or other substances spilled on them, 
or otherwise were "mistreated." With regard to the 
consumer’s half, particularly when it is by itself, the 
color may be questionable when classification is being 
attempted. Of course, receipts with both halves that 
are in the middle of a pack of 100 should be closer to 
the intended color, although even in this case there has 
been ample opportunity for the chemicals in the paper 
and the chemicals in the ink to have an effect on each 
other. Then, too, the several companies that printed 
the receipts may have used ink that just slightly 
differed from that of others. Basically, the different 
environments in which the receipts basked for several 
decades is a matter for consideration when one is 
trying to match colors. What I had to do with colors 
in the catalog was to go with what seemed at that time 
to be the most common. But I’m not at all surprised 
that there might be some different colors or shades. 

Patterns vs. Curiosities 

I’ve commented on this before, but it may be 
time to remind ourselves again. 





In the catalog I used the word "Pattern" rather 
loosely. I put into that catagory just about anything of 
which there might be only one or two known. For 
example, Utah’s regular 5 mill aluminum tokens might 
have a star punched out in the center, but there is one 
with a square punched out. 

Over the past five years, as more collectors are 
reporting what they have or find, more of these "off- 
metal" or "off-color" (or otherwise "off-") have been 
reported. For example, it’s quite possible that the 
manufacturer accidently had a copper sheet in with his 
brass stock, and so we get a few copper tokens in a 
series that is mostly brass. In other words, we don’t 
really know that these "off-metal" or "off-color" or 
other oddities are deliberate patterns. Frankly, I think 
I should have called them curiosities from the very 
beginning, and then upgraded them to something else 
when there is proof they are something other than 
curiosities. So, bottom line - some of the patterns in 
the catalog are probably better viewed as curiosities, 
and other "one of two of a kind" discoveries should 
probably be viewed the same way. 

Louisiana S3 Arrowhead 

Alpert’s latest mail bid sale included the 
arrowhead Louisiana S3. We’ve known about its 
existence for some time, but could not locate it. The 
catalog comments on it on page 119. I’ve seen a 


picture of it, finally, and we’ll put out a Catalog 
Supplement Sheet so you can all see it. I don’t know 
if it’s an accident, deliberate, a double-punch, or what. 
The arrowhead looks somewhat like it might be a 
double-punch, but the way it lines up in the center of 
the token almost looks like it was deliberate. Mean¬ 
while, here’s an enlargement - my apologies for the 
quality of the reproduction. 
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OHIO: TAX 

EXEMPTION CERTIFICATES 

Fred Robinson R-273 


(In Newsletter 103, Merlin Malehorn had a 
short article about a Loose End, namely Ohio Tax 
Exemption Certificates, about which not a great deal 
is known. This is a response by one of our members.) 

Tax exemption certificates were a form provid¬ 
ed by the State of Ohio to anyone with a vendor’s 
license. The person filing for no tax payment could 
do so for one of two reasons. One reason was that he 
was going to re-sell the product. The other reason 
was that you were clergy and/or a non-profit charity. 

The form was to stay on file. It was used in 
reporting your total sales to the state for sales tax 
collection. That is to say, on the form was a line for 
the exemption sales total. 

Today each person with a vendor’s license 
who is re-selling material purchased has a calling card 
sized certificate to show the vendor of the material 
being purchased. These cards are numbered and the 
vendor records the sales tax total to the exemption 
number. 


An example: Say I go to an auction to pur¬ 
chase items for my brother’s computer store. When 
registering, I show the card as his representative. 
However, on any items purchased for my use, I must 
either pay the sales tax or obtain a second buyer’s 
number. 

In the days of tax receipts you made a quarter¬ 
ly return for tax collected. You remitted the tax 
collected with your report. 

The receipts were purchased from the County 
Auditor. You were given a discount for being the 
agent; I can’t remember the exact percent. The 
Auditor got a percent from being the agent, also. You 
showed your vendor’s license at the time of purchase 
and a record was made of tax purchased. You sent a 
copy of the sales slip along with your quarterly report. 

Sorry, but I don’t have any illustrations. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

NOVEMBER 30, 1998 - FEBRUARY 28, 1999 


Balance 11/30/98 

$ 596.81 

Expenses (12/1-12/310) 

0.00 

Income (12/1-12/31) 

Dues 

16.00 

Balance 12/31/98 

$ 612.81 

Expenses (1/1-1/31) 

Newsletter 

151.02 

postage, etc. 

0.86 

Trans, to Pres. acct. 

325.00 


Income (1/1-1/31) 


Dues & Donations 

609.00 

Balance 1/3.1/99 

$ 744.93 

Expenses (2/1-2/28) 

Postage, etc. 

1.88 

Income (2/1-2/28) 

Dues & Donations 

102.00 

Balance 2/28/99 

$ 845.05 


The balance for February covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made. Our operating account is in good shape thanks to the donations of several members. With 
normal expenditures we should have no problem meeting expenses for the coming year. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $97 Thanks to Wilbur Armstrong, Richard Blaylock, 
Pascal Brock, Roy Eggert, Thomas Esker, Robert Frye, Ellen B. Gates, Clarence E. Glenn, 
Kenneth L. Hallenbeck, Richard E. Lane, Jeffrey H. Lipsky, Charles M. Luce, Robert J. Quinn, 
Lewis G. Roberts, Brian A. Smith, Harvey L. Thamm, and Donald P. Thannen for there 
donations. All the donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to raise 
the dues.. 


ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
30 November, 1998 — 28 February, 1999 


NEW MEMBERS: George Conder 
DROPS: Fred Robinson 


ATTS NEWSLETTER 

Official Quarterly Publication of 
The American Tax Token Society 
Marc J. Duvall, Editor, 1621 Bigelow 
Ave N; Seattle, WA 98109 
Membership is $8 per calendar year or 
$160 for Life Membership. Sends dues to the 
treasure: Carl Cochrane ATTS; 12 Pheasant 
Dr.; Asheville, NC 28803. _ 


REINSTATEMENTS: 

MEMBERSHIP (Feb 28) 108 

Check Your Mailing Label! 

If there is an “x” (or a number) on your 
mailing label that means that you are “paid up” 
for 1999. If there is not an “x” AND there is 
a red mark on your mailing label, then you are 
not paid up for 1999. (This is as of 28 Feb., 
1999.) You need to send Carl Cochrane your 
dues ($8) in order to receive the next copy of 
the newsletter. His address is 12 Pheasant Dr.; 
Asheville, NC 28803. 
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OKLAHOMA - A COPPER FIND? 

Tom Holifield L-327 


(Merlin Malehorn’s note: Tom Holifield 
(Alderson, WV) wrote to me about an Oklahoma token 
that he has come across. It appears to be OK-S2, the 
CHECK/CHECK brass five mill token, but it seems to 
be copper. His efforts to gather more information 
were interesting, and so I’ve turned them into an 
article.) 


OK-S2 

I recently bought a large junk box of sales tax 
tokens from a dealer. Most of it was of course the 
common issues, but one piece from the junk box 
caught my eye. Although it appears at first glance to 
be OK-S2, I believe it to be an Oklahoma pattern or 
•ror, because it looks like and seems to be made of 
copper. 

I checked the specific gravity (not very scien¬ 
tifically, on my kitchen table) and came up with a 
figure of 8.141. That is close to the specific gravity 
of copper, which is 8.92. 

i tj'W/UAVdT) ftteyq P i) 


I decided to take the token to the local high 
school chemistry lab. The kids had a field day, finally 
having a practical use for their study. The entire class 
weighed the token and got a range of specific gravity 
of 7.9 to 8.2. We all agreed that this token is ap¬ 
proximately 90% copper. I don’t remember a lot of 
my high school chemistry, but I know that most brass 
is an alloy of either tin or zinc, both of which are 
heavier than copper. 

Most commercial copper plates or sheets are 
about .900 pure (impurities not classified). If Os¬ 
bourne Register Co. used common sheet copper, it 
was probably comparable to this token in fineness. 
Considering what we know about sales tax tokens 
there probably were no specifications as to purity of 
the planchets used. 

Is this a pattern or an error? I can think of no 
copper issues from Osbourne Register, with the excep¬ 
tion of the Arizona sales tax tokens, which were made 
after the OK tokens. If the bidding process in the state 
of OK required samples, would Osbourne have made 
tokens of several metals, perhaps to determine the 
most economical? Brass, on the other hand, was 
readily available, as Osbourne did produce brass 
tokens for various companies during this time period. 
Is there an SI somewhere in copper, or an S2 in zinc? 





Thus, in the first twenty years of the Mandate a sum of £419,662 w;ri 
collected; with a disc for each 10/-, the number issued should be 
839,324. This total would be marginally lower as occasional reports oc¬ 
cur where, due to varying local conditions, the District Officer only col¬ 
lected 5/- per head. It may be assumed that in these instances a disc was 
not issued. 

It is also recorded that Head Tax monies were not utilized for general 
administrative purposes but went into the Native Welfare Fund which 
was concerned with the maintenance of schools, hospitals etc. 
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NEW FINDS, PERSONAL NOTES 
and Other Stuff! 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


Cousins 

I noted in Bob Slawsky’s Auction 65, which 
closed May 26, another one of the occasional tokens 
that have the word "tax" on them, but not "sales tax." 
Here’s the report from his auction list: 


ber the article "Borders on Ingwersen Boxes" \nATTS 
Newsletter 104, you may find it interesting that some 
of these new find boxes have borders not listed in that 
article. So I’ll have to revise that list for you, also. 

Alabama 


Seymour & Blair (both pict) 1868 

General Amnesty, Uniform Currency, Equal 
Taxes & Equal Rights brass, 28 mm. 

This obviously is a political piece. The sub¬ 
jects on the reverse were "hot button" topics immedi¬ 
ately after the War Between the States. 

Token Makers 

In the same auction list, there was a separate 
section titled "Token Makers Tokens." In it were 25 
entries. Among the items listed were tokens by 
Scovill and by Green Duck Co. I didn’t see any by 
Osborne, which is a little unusual. 


Harvey Thamm (Stafford, TX) recently sent 
me a copy of a two-page article in the Southeastern 
Token Society (SETS) June 1999 SETS Newsletter. 
The article includes background from the Alabama 
history section in our catalog, but also reports a 
political item. I’ll include a reduced (62%) picture of 
the item here, but I’ve asked for permission to reprint 
the entire article for our Newsletter. The political 
item is a white card with orange lettering. It’s about 
4 inches on a side and has an Alabama tax token 
attached. It’s sort of like the political item in Wash¬ 
ington; see the round cardboard for C.C. Dill on 
catalog page 340. Eventually I’ll provide the illustra¬ 
tion in a Catalog Supplement Sheet, with the cardboard 
with token numbered as AL-R1. 


Illinois 

Nick Sapone (Wanchese, NC), one of our 
newer members, writes that he has come across one of 
the Illinois square sales tax tokens with the two faces 
rotated a quarter turn from each other. I’ve not 
previously seen one of those, but I have seen perhaps 
a dozen that were rotated half-way around, i.e., 180°. 

Boxes and Wrappers ("Rolls') / 

\ 

Nick also has sent me two sheets of xerox 
color reprints of several boxes and wrappers that are 
different from anything in the catalog or in previous 
Catalog Supplement Sheets. They are from Missouri 
and Arizona. Marc Duvall, our Editor, had previously 
sent me some xerox illustrations of some Oklahoma 
boxes. I don’t want to keep putting out additional 
Supplement Sheets; rather, I want to revise the ones 
that you already have, so that the boxes and wrappers 
for a given state are on only one Supplement Sheet. 
So at the moment I’m working on revisions to include 
these "new find" boxes and wrappers. If you remem¬ 
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Frank W. Sutera (R-457) 

I’m enclosing a scan of a first cousin tax token that I recently 
acquired from eBay. The scans don’t do justice to the actual token. 
This token has never been used. Pristine mint! The actual size and 
color is the small scan below the blowups. I lighten the blowups 
for detail clarity. 


I don’t know the history behind this token, but gas prices during 
this time was 21.4 cents per gallon. My guess was during the 50’s. 


MATERIAL: Plastic 
DIAMETER: 38mm 
COLOR: Dark blue 

SIDE 1: 

(embossed) 76 / UNION 

SIDE 2: 

(incuse) ON 1 GALLON 7!4 t / ON TEN GALLONS 750 
(embossed) YOUR GAS / TAX IS OVER / 35% 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
MARCH 1, 1999 - MAY 31, 1999 


Balance 3/1/99 

Expenses (3/1-3/31) 

Income (3/1-3/31) 

$ 845.05 

4.07 

Income (4/1-4/30) 

Dues & Donations 

Balance 4/30/99 

53.00 

$769.11 

Dues 

Balance 3/31/99 

52.00 

$ 892.98 

Expenses (5/1-5/31) 
Postage, etc. 

Income (5/1-5/31) 

7.11 

Expenses (4/1-4/30) 
Newsletter 

175.55 

Dues & Donations 

117.00 

postage, etc. 

1.32 

Balance 5/31/99 

$ 878.00 


The balance for May covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not include 
the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is made. 

Our operating account is in good shape thanks to the donations of several members. With normal 
expenditures we should have no problem meeting expenses for the coming year. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $119 Thanks to Les Albright, Jim Majoros, Phillip G. 
Ryman, George Schwehk, Frank W. Sutera, and Russell Ward for there donations. All the 
donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to raise the dues.. 


ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
March 1, 1999 — May 31, 1999 


NEW MEMBERS: James E. Kenney, 
Jeffrey J. Meyer, Phillip G. Ryman, Harold 
Thomas, Joe. B. Witte 

DROPS: John Barnes, J.Roger Bolz, Stuart 
Hawkinson, Wayne Hohndorf, J. O. 
Lampkin, Ronald Lynch, Sam Payne, James 
Ramsey, Fred Robinson, Raymond Wile 


REINSTATEMENTS: 


MEMBERSHIP (May 31) 104 


ATTS NEWSLETTER 

Official Quarterly Publication of 
The American Tax Token Society 
Marc J. Duvall, Editor ,; 1621 Bigelow 
Ave N; Seattle, WA 98109 

Membership is $8 per calendar year or $160 for Life Membership. Sends dues to the treasure: 
Carl Cochrane ATTS; 12 Pheasant Dr.; Asheville, NC 28803. 
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BECAME INTERESTED IN SALES TAX TOKENS 


Mike Strub, R-504 


When I was a boy growing up in Port Angeles, Washington in the 1.960s 
and ^70s, I discovered sales tax tokens in a few very small coin coj— 
lections.that I purchased. X carefully studied their desio'ns and 
compositions and decided to create a cataloging system. I named the 
five varieties I was aware of as "MS-1" through "MS-5" without know¬ 
ing that anyone else out there might have already done it. These 
were later seen to correspond to Malehorn and Davenport's SI, S4, 

S5, S6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11, and S12. I actually found all the 
major die ‘ 


2 it. These 
rt's SI, S4, 


oo, S6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11, and S12. I actually found al 
major die-struck and die-molded types. Until 1994 or so, when I 
saw a Numismatic News ad which I answered with an order for the : 
book, I did not know anything more. But when I got the book, it 
allowed me to get into the tokens of other states intelligently. 
I am porud to have collected half the state-authorized issues.’ 


When I was 16 (20 years ago), I was invited to give a talk on 
*..oin collectiong to the local Kiwams club. My speech writing 
effort inclluded looking up the enabling legislation for federal 
coinage, and I was surprised to learn that it included mention of 
mill* denomination one tenth oi a cent, t hypothesized 
that,^had there been deflation of the U.S. dollar, rather than 
inflation, over the succeeding years, the federal government might 
have^found it within its legal authority to mint a mill coin. 

How fascinated I was to learn, over a decade later, that they 
e 3 1 ^y considered the idea m the early 1940s — when confronted 
with che need illustrated by the 35 states that issued their own. 

The states have of course denied this, but to my mind, U.S. sales 
tax tokens are modern state coinage. And better yet, they feature 
exotic denominations which cannot be seen in the federal series 
(My favorite is the Illinois 1 1/2 mill denomination.) This is’ 
what makes them a natural adjunct to U.S. coin collecting. After 
all/ many collectors of modest means cannot go after the state 
coinage that pre-dated federal coinage, except to get a. small 
group of AG and Fair pieces of the most common varieties. Certainly 
anything like a complete collection would be out of reach Bu. 4 * not 
so with the tax tokens! 
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MORE ON OHIO CONSUMER HALVES 
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(Oct-Dec 1998) I ran an article based on informa- 
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tion sent me by Nick Sapone (R-517) about a source of Ohio Consumer 
halves that he received from Dave Piatt (Rt. 52 f Stout, Ohio 45684) 


I warned therein I ordered a group from Mr 
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order that 
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ill, but. I have not 


ed another group, Mr. Piatt also told, me when 
he thought another of you might have ordered as 
heard from you so I cannot include your information in this update. 
Any comments you, or anyone else, care to make would be appreciated. 
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Below you will find what I have been able to make of what Nick and I 
received from Mr. Piatt in Ohio stamps. I asked Merlin for his com¬ 
ments , and he said he had sold all his Ohios, so I should ask the 
individual he sold them to. That individual wishes to remain anony¬ 
mous, but did say (as did others) that it is very difficult (if not 
impossible) measure psixoisxions wii huxvss D (i hcxve 
it is no easy task even on complete stamps, 
were torn away from the perforation/roulettf 

leave chat intact, uns X have doss nou isaxch any perforation/ 
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cnanges color due to age, light, heat, 
guess that apparently different colors (like 
1, see below) were the result of low ink. He says there was little 
use the same paper (i.e. watermark vs. non-watermark), and 


that the map watermark 


not uniform 


so that it 


than it 

i+- 


worth t 
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to attribute all watermark sizes. His 
comments apply to my notes following the table. Everyone should 
feel free to comment on any part of this article, especially if 
they think an error has occured. 


The stamp designated n &" seems to be the best candidate for a new 
variety to be included in M&D updates. That implies that there are 
possibly other such varieties. Nick and I both have some doubts as 
to our attributions. So any 


any comments anyone cares to make will 
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Sales Tax Exhibit Wins First Place at 
Texas Numismatic Association Convention 


"Change for a Penny; Sales Tax Tokens" has won First Place at the 
TexasNumismatic Association Convention held in Houston in July, 1999. 

The presentation, encompassing seven cases and fifty characteristic items was 
formulated by Larry Warner, ATTS R-203, a member since the early 1970's. The 
show consisted of two hundred dealer tables, attendance of a few thousand for the 
three-day event, and fifty exhibitors. Among other exhibits was a striking 
presentation of Phillipine Leper Colony tokens. 

The purpose of the exhibit was to acquaint the general numismatist as well as 
the public with the reason for sales tax tokens, the private and political entities which 
emitted them, the manufacturers, the variegated materials used in their making, the 
transition from the copper items of 1933 to the fiber and plastic examples of the War 
years, as well as the spectrum of colors and the artistic merit of some of the units, 
such as the early Arizona and New Mexico coppers. 

"I think it was the colors that stopped them for a further look," said Warner, 
who begain collecting sales tax tokens when he discovered an Alabama brass token 
in a junk box in Austin in 1964. "I was a student at the University of Texas at the 
time. I went to the library, found some articles about the tokens in the Numismatist, 
and have been chasing them ever since." He noted, "The entire spectrum of color, 
white, red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet, and black, is available from the 
plastic sales tax tokens of the World War II years. Other collectors can use colors for 
background. We can use colored tokens!' 

Warner's exhibit went from the Effingham, IL provisional of 1933 to the 
Missouri plastic discs discontinued thirty years or more later. "Rather than present a 
complete collection, as I might do for a group of ATTS collectors, I put on a general 
exhibit whose purpose was just to let people know why they had sales tax tokens in 
the first place and generally what the major varieties were." Although the exhibitors 
could not be in the area when the judges were reviewing the exhibits, Warner 
watched from afar and observed, " They stopped at the case with the colors. Then 
they started reading. Obviously, they liked it." 

Warner's favorite token has personal overtones. As a student he worked in the 
campaign of Franklin Spears for Attorney General of Texas , Spears had just 
finished serving in the House of Representatives of Texas; in his 1960 campaign for 



the House, Spears issued anti-sales-tax tokens. Warner later also served as a House 
member. He asked Spears for a token and was rewarded with a letter and a number 
of the aluminum 26mm discs. The Texas lawyer said he has plans to do a paper for 
ATTS elaborating on the extensive research already done by Malehorn and 
Davenport on the subject of Texas anti-tax tokens. 

The hardest part of doing the exhibit was the editing, he said. Even with seven 
cases, you just can't show everything, There are lots of exhibits, people are often 
only casually interested in the exhibits anyway, and you have to catch their interest 
and then keep them there. The colors caught their eyes, the list of prices in 1933 may 
well have kept them. Most people find it hard to believe that bread was once a nickel 
and a pound of hamburger a dime. The strikingly beautiful design of the 5-mill AZ 
copper and the 5-mill NM counterpart are items that may well have held the viewers' 
attention. 

Some of the judges and collectors were able to remember shortages, and were 
able to appreciate the need for substitutes for metal, such as fiber, pressboard, 
cardboard, and plastic. 

"I think most people don't really understand either very big numbers or very 
small numbers” said Warner, "since they don't use mills or billions everyday, unless 
they're scientists or economists." One thing he had to do was to show why a mill 
token was needed. He said it would be like paying a dollar for something that cost 
fifteen cents if the 3% tax on 5 cents (.03 x .05=0015) were collected by raising the 
price to the next penny (.0100). Thus the need for a token worth one and one-half 
mills (.0015) to pay the exact tax in Illinois in 1935. 

Another example of tiny ciphers was the early denomination of l A/, which was 
not quite exactly the 3% tax on (.03 x .08= 0024, not .0025). Well, the cpa's in the 
audience loved it. 

The long-time ATTS member concluded his presentation with a reference to 
FDR's direction to the Secretary of the Treasury to proceed with mill and half-cent 
US coins, and the demise of that effort in a Congressional sub-committee. He noted 
that there were doubtless early essays or drawings of those proposed additions to the 
national coinage, and promised to try to find them. Can any of the members help? 

Warner indicated he has revised his exhibit and intends to present it at the 
Chicago meeting of the ANA. "It'll be fun to go to Illinois, the state where sales tax 
tokens really began, to put this on. It'll be great. I'll bet there'll be old timers there 
who personally remember them!” 

The foregoing aricle was supplied by Larry Warner, R-203. 
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NEW FINDS, PERSONAL NOTES 
and Other Stuff! 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


Texas 

Harvey Thamm (Stafford, TX) recently sent 
me xeroxes of a Senator Ralph M. Hall with a 1946D 
penny in the center. See TX-R6 on page 293 of the 
catalog for a picture of the token. The date of 1946D 
is a little earlier than the one in the catalog, which is 
1952. Of course, Hall was running for the state senate 
and was elected in 1961. I personally would have 
thought that Hall would try to use exclusively new, 
shiny, 1961 pennies. But it looks more as though the 
pennies were probably just "as they came" from a roll 
of pennies that was being used as the source for the 
encased cents. 

Alabama 

Several months ago Harvey sent a copy of an 
article from the Southeastern Token Society (SETS) 
newsletter of June 1999, having to do with tokens in 
Alabama. It included some information and an illus¬ 
tration of a political issuance by Chauncey Sparks, 
plus a writeup about Alabama tax tokens. I comment¬ 
ed on the Sparks issuance, and provided a reduced 
picture, in the last newsletter. I’ve now received 
permission from SETS to reprint the entire article. It 
will be included in a Newsletter. 

Missouri 

Nick Sapone (Wanchese, NC) reports that he 
has a Missouri box Ol that has a misprint 50 instead 
of 500 on the lid. It also is missing a date like the 
rubberstamped date on the illustration in the catalog 
(page 157). However, it is known that the date on the 
illustration was applied by one of the owners of the 
box, rather than by the state of Missouri, so the 
missing date actually makes Nick’s box more accurate 
than the catalog illustration. 

Missouri 

Richard Johnson (Carbondale, IL) provided a 
copy of a couple pages of "State of Missouri - Rules 
and Regulations Relating to the Emergency Revenue 
Act of 1935." The pages will be reproduced in the 


Newsletter. Among other things there is a require¬ 
ment for a "suitable placard" to be printed and posted 
in the place of business - an example was provided in 
an Appendix. Brackets were defined but specifically 
were not compulsory, and punchcards and coupon 
books were authorized to be issued by individual 
merchants, if the anticipated Federal one mill coin was 
not available. The State Auditor must have shortly 
thereafter found that the Federal coin(s) would not be 
issued and that state-issued tokens would not be 
contested by the Federal government; as far as we 
know, only the state’s one mill and five mill cardboard 
tokens were the first items issued. 

Several New Finds bv Richard Johnson 

Token Makers : Mr. Johnson reports that he 
ran across a pinback with a duck logo on the reverse, 
made by Green Duck. This was one of the companies 
that supplied tokens to Alabama. He did not add it to 
his collection, since it didn’t say anything about sales 
tax. 

Kentucky : Mr. Johnson also reports finding a 
new KY pinback. It comes from the same anti-tax 
campaign as gave rise to KY-M1, but has a different 
design and different colors. Also, on the reverse of it, 
as well on the reverse of an Ml which he found, there 
are two union bugs. The upper bug is a Local No. 4 
Chicago of the Amalgamated Lithographers of Ameri¬ 
ca. The lower bug is a union label with the seal of the 
union. This tells us the union local involved in 
making the pinbacks, but not the company that actually 
had the contract to make them, nor the sponsor who 
paid for their preparation, which was probably some 
organization fighting the sales tax. So they still will 
be Mavericks. (We need some research in KY news¬ 
papers of the period around 1935, or maybe 1934 or 
1936, to find out what organization(s) may have been 
fighting the tax.) I’ll make a Catalog Supplement 
Sheet (CSS) on this new KY find. 

Ohio : There are several surprises. One of 
them is a couple pads of 100 sales tax receipts 
gummed at the left in green. He also has some 
receipts with the remnants of red gum on the left edge. 
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Probably there were many pads, of which almost none 
have been recovered. Another surprise is two boxes, 
one by Reserve and the other by Merrick, in which 10 
pads of 100 each would fit, 5 pads on a side, presum¬ 
ably for sale in lots of 1000. There were undoubtedly 
many other boxes, but these are the only two that have 
been recovered, as far as I know. I’ll develop CSS on 
these new Ohio finds, also. 

Arizona : He also reports discovery of an AZ 
sales tax token which has been rounded so that the 
center is higher than the edges, with a button loop on 
the back. Nothing is known about who may have 
made it, when, how many, etc. It appears to be S5A; 
I’ve tried to get an acceptable picture of it for a 
Newsletter, but couldn’t get one that was satisfactory. 

It’s sort of interesting to reflect on the off-beat 
uses people have found for sales tax tokens, aside from 
the AZ button above. We know they’ve been used for 
washers, BB gun targets, and other such. If you have 
back copies of the Newsletter, look at issue 52, 
January-March 1986, page 14. There’s a Ripley’s 
Believe It Or Not, provided by George W. Magee, Jr. 
(Bryn Mawr, PA) in which a young lady has made a 
costume out of sales tax tokens. Who knows what else 
the fertile human mind has come up with - earrings? 
Cuff links? A belt? A trivet? Glued together to form 
a slug in an attempt to cheat the phone system or a 
parking meter? You name it, someone probably tried 
it. 

Newsletter Index 

In July 1998 I prepared an Index of almost 
everything in all the Newsletters from 1971 (the first 
issue) through 1997 (issue 99). I have found it very 
useful in trying to find information that was previously 
published or that relates to some article I’m working 


continued from p.7 


on. It’s arranged primarily by states, although there 
are a few additional subjects such as "Federal Govern¬ 
ment" and "Personal Tokens." For each subject, the 
references are alphabetical. I didn’t spend a lot of 
time proofreading it, so there probably are some 
humdingers here and there. The Index is 3014 pages 
in length. If you are interested, I can provide you a 
copy in plastic comb binding with cover for $4.00, 
postpaid. 

National Token Collectors Association (NATCA) 

I don’t know how many of you are collectors 
of tokens other than sales tax tokens, but if you are 
really "into” tokens, and you don’t belong to NATCA, 
you may want to look into joining. There’s a monthly 
publication that has quite a few mail bid sales by other 
collectors, plus several monthly columns by people 
whose names we know, including Mike Pfefferkorn. 
I’m not a collector of much of anything, but I find the 
publication useful in some of my cataloging projects, 
and the articles are very interesting. The dues have 
just been increased to $30 per year. If you want more 
information, or want to join, write to Duane Feisel, 
P.O, Box 212, Shingleton, CA 96088, phone 1-530- 
547-3447. 

Catalog Supplement Sheets (CSS) 

We’ve been numbering these Sheets consecu¬ 
tively as they are issued. However, I prepare them 
well ahead of time (most of the time) and have been 
assigning tentative numbers just to keep track. I’m 
now up to 71, and the problem of keeping the numbers 
straight is more bother to me and the Editor than it is 
worth. As a result, you will get CSS that simply have 
a number. They won’t necessarily be in consecutive 
order. That was one reason Newsletter 105 included 
a five-page listing of everything that had been issued. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
JUNE 1, 1999 -AUGUST 31, 1999 


Balance 6/1/99 

$ 879.00 

Income (7/1-7/31) 

Dues 

24.00 

Expenses (6/1-6/30) 

Postage, supplies 

14.31 

Balance 7/31/99 

$ 758.16 

Income (3/1-3/31) 

Dues, publications 

25.00 

Expenses (8/1-8/31) 
Postage, etc. 

1.32 

Balance 6/30/99 

$ 889.69 

Income (8/1-8/31) 

Dues 

160.00 

Expenses (7/1-7/31) 
Newsletter 

150.69 

Balance 8/31/99 

$ 916.84 

postage, etc. 

4.84 




The balance for August covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made. Our operating account is in good shape thanks to the donations of several members. With 
normal expenditures we should have no problem meeting expenses for the coming year. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $119 Thanks to everyone that has made a donation. All 
the donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to raise the dues.. 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
June 1, 1999 — August 31, 1999 


NEW MEMBERS: Brian G. Kestner, 
David McCall, Max Schottler 


REINSTATEMENTS: Wayne Hohndorf, 
J.O. Lampkin 


DROPS: 


MEMBERSHIP (August 31) 109 


ATTS NEWSLETTER 

Official Quarterly Publication of 
The American Tax Token Society 
Marc J. Duvall, Editor ; 1621 Bigelow Ave N 
Seattle, WA 98109 

Membership is $8 per calendar year or $160 for Life Membership. Sends dues to the treasure: 
Carl Cochrane ATTS; 12 Pheasant Dr.; Asheville, NC 28803.__ 
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Your editor 
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IS 


o.w» (once again) late In getting out the Newsletter. 
Te cannot blame the WTO riots, although they did make things 
lively around here for awhile (and the fallout is still coming 
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He cannot blame the terrorists, he cannot even blame Y2K, 
— -*•—not the main problem. However, he had his own Y2K 
problem about two weeks before Christmas when an auto of that 
year hit him in a crosswalk. He has been informed that he 
~ ^ ' " acrobatic feats as he bounced over the 

X7 *Cj j~| <-*3 M V* V\ "ps 4“ 

__ _ _ _ ff Hu(l 

As it: 
much as it 

nothing was done on the Newsletter. ?h 

drowsy did not help. As he will live you can all relax xu mat 
none of you have to become editor now (although if the driver had 
been going faster...). He would recommend against anyone having 
a similar experience and hopes you all had better holidays. 


performed some amazinc 
•v-,a uis glasses landed some 20 feet 

broken bones, but is still .... u 

is difficult for him to climb stairs (althoucrh nc.,. 
had been), and his computer, etc. is in his basement 
dr»n<» on the Newsletter. The painkillers making him 
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iformed that the Pacific Northwest Coin, 

3W will fee held in the Tacoma Dome (at Hxil 
WA) April 7 - 9 , 2000. Hours; Friday 4-9 
p.m., Saturday 10a.m.-6p.m., Sunday 10a.rn.-3p.rn. There will be 
150 booths. For details contact Pretty Panda Publishing, Inc., 


acorns 


PO Box 39366, Tacoma, WA 98439-0366; 
(253) 589-3363; e-mail VCBCMAG@aol.com, 


(253 ) 


12-3146; fax 



NEW FINDS, PERSONAL NOTES 
and Other Stuff! 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


Ohio Tax Receipts 

Frank Binder (Laurel, MD) recently reported 
several Ohio materials which have come into his 
possession. Among them is another box, the third one 
reported; his is accompanied by a pack of tax receipts 
with serial numbers that fall within the rubberstamped 
serial numbers on the box. (These will be on a 
Catalog Supplement Sheet.) There are also several 
stapled packs, which will be an article in the Newslet¬ 
ter, giving specific examples of the comments at the 
top of page 221 in the catalog. There is a dispenser; 
it is the type illustrated in Catalog Supplement Sheet 
20-2, but it has all the original tax receipts included. 
There are some of the "pairs" without division be¬ 
tween the receipts; they are probably from printer’s 
stock which was sold to dealers and collectors, who 
cut them into pairs, triplets, and "tens," for sale. 

Simplicity Tax Token 

Nick Sapone (Wanchese, NC) has called 
attention to an error in the catalog. On page 357 is an 
illustration and on page 358 is the description of the 
Simplicity Tax token. The diameter is given as 26.5 
mm. This is incorrect. Nick’s token is 23 mm, in 
diameter. I finally dug out my specimen from stowage 
and find that mine is 23 mm. also. My suspicion is 
that I carried over the size from Pfefferkorn and 
Schimmel and from the Dunham token on the previous 
page. I’ll prepare a Catalog Supplement Sheet to get 
this information into everyone’s hands. 

Backtracking 

If you’re a member of the National Token 
Collectors Association (NATCA), you’ve seen the 
historical articles that appear almost every month in 
Talkin’ Tokens. They provide extensive historical 
information related to some tokens. For example, the 


article in the November 1999 issue was about the Fort 
Worth (Texas) Stockyards, which arose from a couple 
saloon tokens on which the Stockyards were identified. 
Generally we know the history of a state’s sales tax 
tokens, although there’s occasionally some bits of 
information that are missing. You can read a summa¬ 
ry of the history in the writeup at the beginning of 
each chapter of the catalog. 

I had occasion the other day to recall another 
aspect of the matter that I had been neglecting. I tend 
to think of it as "the history of the object we are 
talking about." What reminded me of it was a new 
find recently reported by a member, and I got to 
wondering where it has been all the years since it was 
issued. I call it "backtracking." If the new find 
surfaced in an auction, who put it into the auction? 
Where did he or she get it to start with? If it came 
from another collector, same question - where did he 
or she get it? And where did that source get it? And 
so on backward up the time line. 

Of course, backtracking isn’t always possible 
and sometimes comes to a halt partway, but even then 
we may have unearthed a little bit of additional infor¬ 
mation. It can go the other way, too - we know about 
some sales tax tokens (patterns, for example) that 
existed but we don’t know where they disappeared to. 
Look at Missouri and Washington in the catalog for 
some tokens for which there is only partial history. 
Look under Illinois for a token (Herrin) for which we 
are still trying to complete the history. Look at old 
issues of the Newsletter where I ask who made the 
New Mexico aluminum and copper tokens - it was 
probably Osborne, but no one has ever gone to an 
available file of old New Mexico newspapers and 
found an article that says so. Therefore the catalog 
says the manufacturer was unknown. 
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MISSOURI RULES AND REGULATIONS 


(Provided by Richard Johnson, L-38) 


(1935) 
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I have been asked by several members if 
there was a way to show membership status on 
the mailing label. I have tried to do that 
beginning with this newsletters label. 

If you are a Life Member or an Honorary 
Member there is an ‘X” or an ‘TF’ on the right 
side of your mailing label. If you pay your 
dues annually, then there is a date, ie. ‘99, on 
the right side of your mailing label. This date 
shows through what year your dues are paid. 

I hope that this will be helpful. If you 
have any questions or comments, please let me 
know. 

Carl Cochrane, Sect.-Treas. 

P S. If there is a “ ‘99 ” on your label, that 
means that your dues are due now. 
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OHIO: STAPLED PACKS 


Frank Binder R-506 

(with New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn H-10) 


In the catalog on page 221 there is this com¬ 
ment: 

"The best information available at this 
time (1997) is that stapling of the 
packs may have started with the Co¬ 
lumbian bicolor issues. In general, it 
appears that Columbian, Reserve, and 
Merrick stapled the three lowest value 
packs, although Columbian did staple 
some of the higher values in some 
series." 

As far as we know, there has been no effort to 
make this statement more specific; that is, to list the 
Ohio tax receipts for which we know there are stapled 
"packs" or "pads." Our intent is to identify some of 
them. We are aware that there are many other packs 
of tax receipts that are not stapled; our interest for the 
moment is to follow up on the comment in the catalog 
about stapled packs. 

Frank has recently come into possession of 
several stapled packs, as well as a couple that are not 
stapled but have paper wrappers. Here are their 
pictures and catalog numbers. With the exception of 
a couple noted below, Frank found these in a dispenser 
that he got from Kiko Auctions, Canton, Ohio. The 
dispenser is the stairstep Toledo Sales Tax Dispenser 
distributed by the National Cash Register Company, 
Dayton, Ohio. It was illustrated in Catalog Supple¬ 
ment Sheet 20-2 dated 3/22/96. 



The hyphen roul perforations in the packs are 
among the many that were not completely punched, so 
it is difficult to count them. S74 was issued in the 
1939-1942 series, which is the earliest for Reserve 
printing of this design. This may be S117, which was 
issued in the 1944-1947 series. Undoubtedly there are 
other stapled packs in these series. 



S85 (Columbian) 


S85 is a Columbian from the 1940-1944 series. 
It is an early bicolor, but not the earliest. Frank’s 
stapled packs include S85Aa (S85 with a black serial 
number and a dark green or blackish inset color), sev¬ 
eral S85C (S85 with a green serial number), and S85E 
(S85 with a purple serial number). Undoubtedly there 
were other stapled packs. 
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OHIO CONSUMER'S RECEIPT 


S248 (Reserve) 

This is part of the 1959-1960 series, which 
was the last series before the "half-size" final series. 
Undoubtedly there are other packs in this series, at 
least the 1 cent and 3 cent, that were stapled. Frank 
found these in Salem, Ohio. 



S260 (Reserve) 
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S261 (Reserve) 


The three "half-size" packs are the final series, 
issued 1960-1961. Frank found the 3 cents receipt in 
a Baltimore flea market. 

There are also two packs that are not stapled 
but have what appears to be the original wrappers on 
the packs. 


S79 (Reserve) 

S79 is part of the 1939-1942 series. 


S80 (Reserve) 

S80 is also part of the 1939-1942 series. 

Frank also has several packs that are "loose;" 
that is, they don’t have any staple or wrapper to hold 
them together. We’ve not listed them because there 
are known to be many of these, and it is quite likely 
that all the packs that weren’t stapled or wrapped were 
"loose," even though a lot of the packs may have long 
since been lost because they were loose. 

What other stapled packs are there? If you are 
a collector of Ohio tax receipts, we invite you to let us 
know what you have. Perhaps we can eventually 
come up with a reasonably complete list of all the 
stapled packs that are known. 




These are pictures of the "stairstep" dispenser Company, Dayton, Ohio. The pictures are 2/3 actual 
for Ohio sales tax receipts. It is the Toledo Sales Tax size. 

Dispenser distributed by the National Cash Register 













IS IT A TAX "TOKEN?'' 

New Finds Editor Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


In late 1996, Wayne Hohndorf (Omaha, NE) 
sent me a picture of a "Tax Receipt Card" which 
appears to be similar to the Ohio sales tax punchcards. 
Here is a picture. The reverse is blank. The card is 
94 x 58 mm.; I have reduced it by 10% to fit better on 
the page. 


10 10 10 10 10 10 

I 

i 

TAX RECEIPT CAIRO 

Issued by 

o\ 

©1 

When This Card is Presented we Col¬ 
lect only the actual 3 per ct. sales tax 

©1 




Since 1996, no further information has been 
developed. We don’t know who issued them, when, 
where, and so on. The question is "Is it a sales tax 
‘token’?" 


Same deal with the state-issued punchcards like 
the one pictured below. The vender bought the cards 
from the state for 3C each; he recovered the 30 when 
he sold the card for $1.03. At that time the tax receipt 
was attached to or pasted on the reverse, and the 
customer could then make $1.00 worth of small 
purchases in the store or stores. To make any more 
small purchases, the customer had to buy another card 
or, if he/she paid cash, also pay the 3% sales tax on 
each purchase. These punchcards were 100 x 60 mm.; 
the illustrations have been reduced by 15% to fit on 
the page. 
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First, let’s refresh our memory about the Ohio 
sales tax punchcards. Here is one of the locally-issued 
punchcards, unused. When Arch Copsey sold one to 
a customer, the customer paid $1.00 for the card and 
30 for the sales tax, a total of $1.03. The state sales 
tax consumer’s receipt for 3C was stapled or pasted in 
the space on the reverse. These cards are 139 x 65 
mm.; I have reduced this picture by 40% to fit on the 
page. 
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MERCHANDISE PREPAID TAX CARD 
(Good only in itor* (i) op*ral«d by Ihit Y*ndof) 


ARCH COPSEY 

SPRING VALLEY, OHIO 
License No. 2900088 

''OHIO RETAIL SALES TAX HAS IEEN COLLECTED UPON 
the sales of si.« worth of merchandise, as 

EVIDENCED BY THE THRE S-CENT FREFAIO TAX RECEIPT 
AFFIXED HERETO.' 1 (On lid* of Mali 

(So* r*s)u(*iioni on book) 


Permit No. 11941 
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1 1 I 1 I I till III 


!*>* Sni*i Ini Ran, 
!>•«•■} (Fn nna is whi; 


ranssetion i} mii» 
lot any Contvme' 

» Ofio>nnliy told. TSu 


ATTACH PREPAID 
VENDOR’S and CONSUMER'S 
SALES TAX RECEIPT 

(Prop*r>y Cnnc*;i*dJ 

HERE 


muv* b* 
I Lfrtna* r»d 
by Ifc# P,,i. 
thaior and 
raliined by 


Van 


w li a 


; REVENUES FROM THE OHIO SALES TAX DU93NS t$36 

I WIU. be USED AS FOLLOWS:- 

\ FOR SCHOOLS 43.00?. 

j " LOCAL GOVERNMENT TS.4S9.C<«3 50 Cs©*» 

| " POOR RELfEF 10,000,000 

i ’■ VSMDQWtS' AND THEASL/RERS' DISCOUNTS >.3*5.000 3,50*. 

’* A DM IN 1ST RATION 1,327.500 3.32*. 

j ESTIMATED COLLECTION 58.000,000 J<X>,OO^T 



Now let’s go back to the "Tax Receipt Card" 
which started all this discussion. Although we don’t 
know for sure just how it was to be used, there is no 
evidence that a sales tax of 3% had to be paid at the 
time the card was purchased. Instead, it looks as 
though every time the customer presented the card to 
be punched for a small purchase, the 3 % sales tax had 
to be paid on the amount of the purchase that was to 
be punched out. Of course, a 3% sales tax on a 50 
purchase wouldn’t make much sense, so it seems more 
likely that a customer would gather together all the 
small purchases he wished to make and would present 
the card and pay the tax at that time. Or there may 
have been some sort of bracket system that didn’t 
charge sales tax on "really small" purchases. That 
doesn’t seem too likely; a customer could make a lot 
of small purchases, one by one, and avoid paying any 
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sales tax, which of course would stick the vendor with 
paying the sales tax on his total sales even if he hadn’t 
collected anything from customers. If the tax wasn’t 
paid every time the card was used, there’s the possi¬ 
bility that the customer would use up the punchcard 
for small purchases and then simply walk out of the 
store without paying the tax, so it seems unlikely that 
the vendor would have allowed the card to be present¬ 


ed for punching without charging for the tax, also. 
So, is this Tax Receipt Card a sales tax "token" 
similar to the Ohio punchcards? In my opinion, it is 
not. No sales tax was collected at the time the card 
was purchased. All it does is warn the customer that 
he/she will have to pay sales tax on purchases when 
the punchcard is presented. Of course, if you get your 
hands on one, you’re free to collect it. 
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NEW ATTS member would lik< 

T1 


trade for or buy IL. provision¬ 
als, Have to trade IL-21 
Effingham fas new) ship one foi 


one. 


xinu 


lew) 

Also need: bi¬ 


metal, saloon, and ferry tokens. 
Please offer. George Conder, 

PO Box 5334, Terre Haute, IN 
47805, e-mail; gfcon@gte.net 


ATTS MEMBER NEEDS: IL metal 
provisionals — Mercer Co. 

(L61A), Moline (L62A, 63Ac, 
63Bb,"63Bc), Ro 


ck Island (L88AB, 


SSBa, 88Bd, 88Db). Also all 
paper & cardboard issues. 
Indicate grade & price. Don 
Thannen, 309 Kenyon Drive, 


IL 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1999 - NOVEMBER 30, 1999 


Balance 9/1/99 

$916.84 

Income (10/1-10/31) 




Dues 

4.00 * 

Expenses (9/1-9/30) 



$ 247.89 

Postage, supplies 

2.64 

Balance 10/31/99 

Trans, to savings 

500.00 

Expenses (11/1-11/30) 

2.53 

Income (9/1-9/30) 


Postage, etc. 

Dues, publications 

4.00 * 

Income (11/1-11/30) 


Balance 9/30/99 

$418.20 

Dues 

40.00 

Expenses (10/1-10/31) 


Balance 11/30/99 

$ 285.36 

Newsletter 

173.76 



postage, etc. 

0.55 

*paid n ins ailments 


The balance for November covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made. Our operating account is in good shape thanks to the donations of several members. With 
normal expenditures we should have no problem meeting expenses for the remainder of the year. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $119 Thanks to everyone that has made a donation. All 
the donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to raise the dues.. 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
September l, 1999—November 30, 1999 

NEW MEMBERS: Ken Branscomb, Jim REINSTATEMENTS: 

Calvert, James Drenon, Jerry Martin, 

Thomas E, Pike 

DROPS: MEMBERSHIP (November 30) 114 


ATTS NEWSLETTER 

Official Quarterly Publication of 
The American Tax Token Society 
Marc J. Duvall, Editor ; 1621 Bigelow Ave N 
Seattle, WA 98109 

Membership is $8 per calendar year or $160 for Life Membership. Send, dues to the treasure: 
Carl Cochrane ATTS; 12 Pheasant Dr.; Asheville, NC 28803.____ 
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